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Dear

Dated: 0911212020

Please refer to my DO letters dated ll May 2020 and gth October 2020 regarding National
Water Mission's (NWM)'Catch the Rain'campaign and setting up of 'Rain Centers' in your district.

2. National Water Mission has been extensively propagating setting up of appropriate Rain Water
Harvesting Structures (RWHS) and Artificial Recharge Structures (ARS) across the country as it
ensures availability of water for future use and will help in meeting the water requirements of
communities. Therefore, Government authorities have been making intensive efforts to popularize and
implement RWHS in government and private buildings, houses and housing societies, institutions and in
public places.

3. Despite increasing awareness and legislative & fiscal interventions, the growth of RWH sector
has been slow and only less than l0%o of the country's rain water is being collected and stored for future
use. Among other things, one of the reasons contributing to this sluggish growth is lack of an agency
which can provide technical know-how for setting up of the appropriate RWHS.

4. With this background, National Water Mission requested the state authorities for setting up of
'Rain Centres' (RCs) or "Jal Shakti Kendra" (JSK) in district headquarters to give technical guidance on
RWHS & ARS. It is reiterated that these RC/JSKs can just be a "virtual office" with highly publicized
mobile phone number, attended by "Jal-Rakshaks" who can be persons from government, local bodies
or SHGNGOs capable of answering queries from public on making RWHS suitable to the area. These

can also act as knowledge centers on water linked topics like RWHS, restoration, de-silting of water
bodies, ground water recharging, water saving practices in agriculture, industry, drinking water etc. This
request was also made in the weekly webinars conducted on every Saturdays by the NWM with 4-5
selected DMs/DCs and M unicipal Commi ssi oners.

5. Setting up of 'Rain Centres' or 'Jal Shakti Kendras' is a crucial link in accelerating the pace of
creation of RWHS in the country. You may expedite the process of setting up of 'Rain Centres' or 'Jal
Shakti Kendras' in your district. The details these and the persons identified to man these centers may
be sent to catchtherain.nwm@smail.com or to md.nwm@sov.in. This will facilitate NWM to organize
technical training programs in virtual platforms on developing RWHS to the persons identified to
function as'Jal-Rakshaks".

District Magistrates/District Collectors/Deputy Commissioners of all States and UTs

2nd FLOOR, BLOCK No. lll, CGO COMPLEX, LODHIROAD, NEW DELHI'110003

{-tA I Email: md.nwm@gov.in, tTSf{C / Website : http://www.nationalwatermission.gov.in/wrvrv.nwm.gov.in;

tffifim/retefax : 011-24365200 ; tw/rax : 011'24364560
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With besi wishes,

District Collectors / District Magistrates I Deputy bmmissioners of all Districts / UTs

Yours sincerelY,ffi

D.o. No M.6s0z2 / 0e/2020 *** fZe*I- 3*OY

0"., Duf D ct
National Water Mission (NWM), one of the B missions set up in 2011 under the NaCIoilal Action Plan

for Oimate Changre (NAPCC), had initiated a campaign- "Catch the rain" -- with a Ggline "Catch the Rain -
when it falls & where it falls,' to nudge all stake-holders to create Rain water Harvesting structures (RWHS)

suitable to the ctimatic conditions and sub-soil strata. Drives lo make water haruesting pits, rooftop RV{HS and

chect dams; remo,t/al of encroachments and de-silting of tanks to increase their storage capacity; removal of

oHructions in rre channels which bring water to them from tlre catchment areas; repairs to stetrwells and

using defunct bore-wells to recharge aquifers, etc., are some of the activities taken up peoplo'participation in

this campaign.

z. t had sent Do letters on this subject to Chief Seo'etaries of all states, DCsiDMs of all distrids and also

to Heads of instituuons like Airport Authority of India, Railways, Army, Air force, Navy, Ordinance

Factories/psus/universities/collegesl etc which have large tracts of land under their jurisdiction requesting

them to rake steps to conserve rainwater in their compounds, This has evoked good response' Weekly

webinars with 4-5 setected ol,ts/DCs and Municipal commissioners are being organized by NWM on every

Saturdays since 8 August, 2020 to get the feedback from ground'

3, As mentioned in my D0 tetter no. M,65022/0112020 dated ttmMay 2020 to all DMs/DCs giving details

about the'catch the Rain' campaign, it is reiterated that "Rain centres" (RG) may set-up in esery district or

Gp headquarlers, to give technical guidance to people on Rain water Harvesting Structures (RWHS)' These

RCs can just be a "virtlal office" rryith a highly publiosed mobile phone number' attended by persons from

government, local-bodies or sHG/NGos who can-answer queries from public about making RWHS suitable to

the area. These RCs can later act as "Jal shakti Kendras" or knowledge centres on water'linked topics like

RWHS, restoration, desilting of water bodies, ground water recharging, water saving practices in agricuhilre'

industry, drinking water etc,

4. you may atso take steps to set-up Rooftop Rain water Harvesting structures (RRWHS) in all

govemment owned buildings, particularly on all Governrnent schools, PHCs and Anganwadi bUildings in your

disrict before the next monsoon. These works can be started now, MNREGS funds are permitted to be used to

take up these *ructures, foltowing its guidelines'

5. I request you take to necessary steps in establishing "Rain cenues" in your disttict and give it a wide

publicity, Please bke up RRWHS on all government buildings before the nst monsoon' to "catdr the Rain"'

6. It is requested that you may send the details to catshtherain.nwm@qmail.com or to md@nwm'gov'in

and atso to popularise *re catch the Rain logo to promote awareness about it in your disbict'

http:/lnwm, gov' in/catchtherai n has more detai ls'
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D.O.N O. M-6502 2/1/2020-MD(NWM)

Dated: 11u Mav 2020

Dear District Magistrate/ District Collector/ Deputy Commissloner'

Greetings from the National Water Mission (NWM)'

It is well appreciated that you all are playing a leadlng role in the countn/s war

against Covid-19 virus. Without blurring the focus on this health related issue' let me

alo dr.* your attention to the conservation of important resource--- water-in the

ensuing days. Hon'ble Prime Minister himself, has from many platforms, exhorted

citizens to ioin hands with the government to conserve water to secure the future'

A DO letter daled 24/412O2O, signed by four Secretaries of Government of lndia'

was sent to Chief Secretaries of all states, requesting them to issue directions to the

district authorities take steps for water conservation Government of India has

permitted utilisation of MNREGA funds for the water conservation works' A DO letter'

dated 27-2-2020, was also sent bY me to Chief Secretaries' requesting for advance action

at district levels to "Catch the rain", where it falls' when it falls'

NWM'S campaiBn- "Catch the rain" - is to nudge all stake-holders to create Rain

Water Harvesting Structures (RWHS) suitabte to the climatic conditions and sub-soil

strata, before the onset of monsoon, to ensure storoqe of roin woter' Drives to make

water harvesting pits, rooftop RWHS and check dams; removal of encroachments and

de-silting of tanks to increase their storage capacity; removal of obstructions in the

channels which brin8 water to them from the catchment areas; repairs to step-wells and

using defunct bore-wells to put the water back to aquifers etc'' are some ofthe activities

suggested to be taken up wilh peoples' octive pdrticipdtion under this campaign You

may visit nwm.qov.in for more details'

As Collector/DM/Dc You have to play a leadership and motivational role jn taking

up water conservation in the district'

I request you to take steps to ensure appropriate rain water harvesting and

artificialrechargemeasuresinallcatchmentzonesunderyouriur.sdictionbeforethe
onSet of the monsoon seaSon and send reports and photos of activities undertaken to

catchtherain.nwm @smail.com or md nwm@qov'in

All District Magistrates/ District Collectors/ Deputy Commissioners

2nd FIOOR, BLOCK No lll, CGO CoiIPLEX' L@Hl ROAO' NEW DELHI'I10003

{'td t Email: md.nwm@govin' trmf{g iWrbite : hup'l'YY'w'nationalwatermssion goY irvxMtr'nwngov in;

tdtcl,/Istetax : ott-2136s200 : ttFI/Fax :0'11-21364s60
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